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Taranto:  
Tourism and in-bay 
port close to the old 
city center Length (m) Draught Operational 

space (m2) 

Quay 1 210 8.3 1,800 

Pier 1  
East Side 

330 9.30 1,600 

Pier 1  
West Side 

330 12.5 13,000 

Quay 2 515 11.0 9,000 
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Why Taranto? 
Refinement contemplates nature 
and takes its cue from colorful 
geometries, lovingly cultivated 
fruits of the «heart» and the 
knowing handwork of 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΧ 
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Port of Taranto: estimate of costs 
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CASTELLO 
Overlooking the Jonian sea, Tarantoôs famous 

Aragonese Castle dates back to the end of the 15th 

century. It was built on the site of a previous norman-

swabian-angevin fortification, by the King of Naples 

Ferdinand of Aragona, in the shape of a kite with five 

round towers at the corners of the fortress. One of 

the towers was demolished in 1884 to make way for 

a new bridge. 

One of the most famous places in the castle is the 

Chapel of St. Leonardo where the marriage of 

Countess Marie DôEnghien and King of Naples 

Ladislao I dôAngi¸ The Magnanimous was 

celebrated.  

The Castle was later used as a jail and then as a 

Navy barracks. 

Today, there are guided tours of the Castle every 

day and also many events and exhibitions going on 

throughout the year. 

The Castle will feature in a new movie by Paul 

Haggis, also starring Adrien Brody, Olivia Wilde and 

Liam Neeson. 

 

www.castelloaragonesetaranto.it 
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Lying on an island at the meeting point of two seas 

(the open sea, Mar Grande, and a wide inlet bay, Mar 

Piccolo) the Old City of Taranto is one of the hidden 

gems of the South of Italy with a maze of narrow 

streets and tall buildings. A rotating bridge and a 

stone bridge connect the city to the mainland. In the 

Old City most of the main attractions, exciting and 

evocative places, are all within a walking distance of 

each other: the Aragonese Castle; the famous swing 

bridge - which rotates and opens in the middle to 

allow ships to pass through; the two magnificent 

columns (once part of a temple dedicated to the God 

Poseidon) which provide a constant reminder that 

Taranto was once a Greek colony.  

Many churches and cathedrals witness the centrality 

of religion in the life of the city. One of the oldest is S. 

Domenico Maggiore, the church from where on Holy 

Thursdays the procession of Our Lady of Sorrows 

(LôAddolorata) sets out. The heartfelt rite has been 

celebrated since the 17th century. Thereabouts 

stands the Cathedral of Taranto, which has been 

remodelled over the centuries and now has a 

Baroque façade, it is dedicated to Saint Cataldo, the 

patron of the city. Restaurants and small fish markets 

bustle with life in the beautiful ancient Piazza 

Fontana, where an 18th century clock tower and old 

buildings surround the central fountain. 

  

www.comune.taranto.it 

The old city of Taranto  
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CASTELLO 
The archaeological Museum was founded by Royal 

Decree in 1887, when one of the most celebrated 

Italian archaeologists Luigi Viola was the Head of 

excavations in Taranto. Taranto itself is the main 

theme of the museum. Visitors can explore different 

aspects of the ancient settlement such as the 

evolution of the city, intercultural relationships and 

the role of religion. In the museum, there are exhibits 

which cover a wide chronology (prehistoric and 

proto-historic periods, Greek Period, Roman Period, 

until the Middle Ages). When entering the museum, 

the visitor is immediately welcomed by the thoughtful 

glance of the Herakles by Lysippus. On the first and 

second floor, exhibits from the Greek Period are 

displayed, including the sarcophagus of the athlete 

discovered in 1959, tools used by athletes in 

competitions, and vases. The rooms dedicated to the 

Age of the Roman Empire abound with fascinating 

statues, rich furnishings and colourful mosaic floors. 

However, the main attraction of the museum is the 

ñRoom of Goldò which houses the most impressive 

collections of ancient gold jewellery in all of Italy. An 

incredible display of beautiful bracelets, elegant 

earrings and precious artefacts shows the evolution 

of the ñgold-workò in the city between the 4th and 3rd 

centuries BC. 

  

www.museotaranto.org 

The Archaelogical  Museum   

of Taranto - MARTA   
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CASTELLO 
The small city of Grottaglie just outside Taranto is 

famous for its beautiful ceramics and pottery 

workshops. In fact, you can say that Grottaglie is at 

the heart of the most important ceramic producing 

district of Italy. Strolling along ñPotterôs Rowò which 

takes up most of the city center, people can choose 

from a variety of different ceramics shops. There is 

also a ceramics museum which explores the history 

of ceramic works of art. During the 17th century 

Grottaglieôs ceramics industry focused on the 

production of floor and roof tiles, but then in the 18th 

century ceramists moved on to higher-end ceramic 

art such as decorative plates and figurines. The 

potters used a variety of hues that were completely 

different from anything used before ï such as yellow 

and green and blue.  

Furthermore, thanks to the advent of glazing, the 

colours lasted and the pottery didnôt break, therefore  

Grottaglie soon became very famous for its beautiful 

ceramics. There is a ceramic school where students 

learn the technique required to create this unique 

type of art. But if you donôt want to dedicate many 

years of your life learning ceramics, you can take a 

course in ceramics in one of Grottaglieôs many 

pottery shops. 

  

The pottery  of 

Grottaglie  
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CASTELLO 
Apulia is literally full to the brim of vineyards and 

wineries. There are many trails and roads 

throughout  the wine producing regions where 

visitors can go on tours and see the wine being 

produced while also having the opportunity to taste 

and savour  some world class wines. 

As well as the magnificent wines that Apulia 

produces, the Region also  boasts some of the finest 

olive oils in the world. Visitors can also take tours of 

the olive groves and oil mills and see the process 

involved in producing the oil having the chance to 

savour the produce. 

Every trail include the possibility to visit wine and oil 

museums, wine bars and guest houses which 

accomodate tourists from all over the world. 

 

www.tipicipuglia.it 

Olive oil and wine trails  

and tours  
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